
 

SERVICE ORDER 

Rend the Heavens 
and Come Down 

Heart & Anchor Church 
Sunday 29 November 2020 



St Augustine’s & St Clement’s Bradford, 29.11.2020

9.45am Zoom starts admitting people 

As we gather we will play 
Song: O Rend the Heavens and come down - Robin Mark 

10.00am  Welcome and introduction  
The Lord is Here  

His Spirit is with us  

• As usual, we will mute everyone unless they are speaking. If you speak, you will 

need to respond to the invitation to unmute yourself to do so.  

• A reminder if you haven’t got it already that you are invited to bring a glass of 

water as well as bread and/or wine if you wish to consume at the time of 

communion.  

• If you need or want to communicate with the host or everyone please feel free to 

use the chat facility. E.g. if you want to respond to the singing or testimony or 

preaching or if you have a technical issue and want help.   

Opening prayer  
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

Confession  
When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
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Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 

Short penitential sentences may be inserted between the petitions. 

God, through Jesus Christ, 

will judge the secret thoughts of all: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

will enter the kingdom of heaven: 

Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
Let anyone who has an ear 

listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
May the Father forgive us 

by the death of his Son 

and strengthen us 

to live in the power of the Spirit 

all our days. 

All   Amen. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord for his goodness, 

All   and the wonders he does for his children. 
Let us offer him sacrifices of thanksgiving 

All   and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
cf Psalm 107 

All   Amen.  
The Collect  
Silence is kept.  
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Collect 
Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 All   Amen.  

Old Testament Reading  
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Read by  
O that you would tear open the heavens and 
come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence—  
as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence!  
When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence.  
From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him.  
You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
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But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand.  
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people.  

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

silence 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

cf Isaiah 40.3–5 

All  Alleluia.  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

All   Glory to you, O Lord.  

Mark 13:24-37  
 The Coming of the Son of Man 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light,  
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken.  
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming 
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in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

The Necessity for Watchfulness 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

At the end  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All   Praise to you, O Christ.  

Talk  by Rosy Fairhurst 

Declaration of Faith  

Christ has died  

Christ has died  

  

Christ has risen  

Christ has risen  

  

Christ will come again  

Christ will come again  

  

I believe, Alleluia!  

I believe, Alleluia! 
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Prayers 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 

we pray to Jesus. 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 

We pray for … 

Help us to live in the light of your coming 

and give us a longing for your kingdom. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your world as King of the nations. 

We pray for … 

Before you rulers will stand in silence. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 

We pray for … 

Break into our lives, 

where we struggle with sickness and distress, 

and set us free to serve you for ever. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 

We remember … 

Give us with all the faithful departed 

a share in your victory over evil and death. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 

Lift us up to meet you, 
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that with Mary, Clement, Augustine and all your saints and angels 

we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Silence is kept. 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 

give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. 

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 

on earth as in heaven, 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Peace  

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 

The Peace of the risen Lord be always with you 

And also with you.  

Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace – in person or by text or 

message! Zoom peace is saved for coffee time! 
Song: Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
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The Communion 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord is here 

All  His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
And now we give you thanks 
because you sent him to redeem us from sin and death 
and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, 
we may with joy behold his appearing, 
and in confidence may stand before him. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
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and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All   Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
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Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary, Clement, Augustine and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The invitation 
Be present, be present, 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

our risen high priest; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayers 
O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

The Blessing  

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 

that you may reign with him in glory; 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
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Be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen.  

Notices 

The Dismissal 
As we await our coming Saviour, 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

Hymn: Lo he comes with clouds descending
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